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The 31st annual meeting of the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin was held at the La Follette 
High School in Madison on April 1, 2017.  A total of 81 bluebird fans and various wildlife specialists were 
in attendance on a beautiful spring day. 
 
President Patrick Ready welcomed participants and opened the convention at 9:00 AM.  Pat showed us a 
picture of an unmonitored nestbox that was obviously occupied by House Sparrows and reminded us all 
of the need to either monitor our boxes or remove them to keep them from becoming House Sparrow 
producers.  Patrick also announced that Art Briske’s death last November has left his trail at Wildcat State 
Park in need of a monitor and that anyone interested should contact him.  Patrick then introduced our 
new treasurer, Dan Schroeder. 
 
Dan Schroeder, BRAW Treasurer, presented the association’s financial information.  The first report was 
the Income Statement for the first 2&1/2 months.  He explained the three columns on the report - the 
Annual Budget, the Budget YTD and the Actual YTD, and the various income categories.  Dan also explained 
the Operating Expenses portion of the report and its various categories, noting that our projected revenue 
of $14,675 will be insufficient to cover our projected expenses of $18,269.  Dan explained that this is due 
to some ongoing projects but that he expects it to come back to even once these are completed.  So far 
this year we have had actual income of $8,962 and actual expenses of $5,931 for a net income of $3,031.  
Our Balance Sheet report shows various assets consisting of cash, checking account, CD’s, inventory 
(nestboxes, info packets, flyers) and equipment (displays, laptop) for a current net worth of $41,348.18.  
Dan will continue to monitor our financial health and keep the members informed. 
 
Steve Sample, BRAW Vice President spoke on several changes within our organization.  He will be passing 
the data collection position on to Director Steve Fallon as he takes on the Publicity Chair position and 
introduced JP LaFouge, our new webmaster.  He reminded everyone to take part in the silent auction and 
then spoke about the 2016 nesting season’s data.  Steve had a reported 9,352 boxes which fledged 26,672 
Bluebirds, and a total for all birds fledged of 45,053.  He gave an overview of the results compared to 2015 
numbers and stated that the report will be on the website and in the summer issue of Wisconsin Bluebird.  
Steve had given a talk at Horicon and was asked why we still monitor Bluebirds since they are everywhere.  
His reply is that they are everywhere because BRAW does monitor and that we should be very proud of 
that.  Steve also spoke of the need to increase membership and monitors.  BRAW is losing monitors as we 
have an aging membership and need to expand our message.  He will be purchasing a statewide contacts 
publication and sending in articles about BRAW.  He is asking the members to send him pictures from their 
trails.  There were several suggestions from attendees, such as to utilize a facebook page, look at Facebook 
Live where they could post live nests, utilize Master Gardeners as volunteers as they need to perform 40 
volunteer hours.  Steve stated he would look into these. 
 
President Patrick Ready then introduced Carol McDaniel, County Coordinator Chair.  Carol explained what 
being a County Coordinator entails and that there are counties with openings.  She then introduced the 
County Coordinators that were in attendance and thanked them for their service.  Carol asked that anyone 
interested in a County Coordinator position contact her.  She also advised that there is a powerpoint 



presentation that County Coordinators can use when giving talks.  Carol sees many nestboxes that are still 
mounted on wooden posts and that people need to be educated on correct placement and mounting. 
 
President Patrick Ready then introduced the next program – Chickadees & More Chickadees by Steve 
Sample.  Steve showed pictures of all 7 species of Chickadees found in North America along with their 
ranges.  The seven species are Mountain, Grey-headed, Boreal, Mexican, Carolina, Black-capped and 
Chestnut-backed, which differ in looks, behavior and habitat.  There are two of these species found in 
Wisconsin, the Black-capped and Boreal.  Steve gave several interesting statistics about Chickadees, they 
will mate for life, can drop their body temperature to 15 degrees and survive on 10 calories and cache up 
to 1,000 seeds per day in the fall.  They are an interesting cavity nester and will utilize nestboxes, old 
woodpecker holes or excavate their own cavity.   
 
After a brief break we reconvened for a presentation on Audubon’s ClimateWatch Study given by Brooke 
Bateman.  Brooke gave us a short introduction on her qualifications and explained the purpose of this 
study.  They are documenting how birds are changing their ranges with winter ranges shifting north.  
Audubon has maps projecting future range changes based on climate change and are studying certain 
species to see if their range movements will match their projections.  Pat Ready and Steve Sample are 
both participating in this study and are focusing on the Eastern Bluebird’s movements.  There are 
protocols to follow and 12 survey points in a grid, listening for 5 minutes at each point & recording data 
to ebird.  Volunteers are needed and can apply at bbateman@audubon.org.  
 
Pat Ready introduced the next speakers, Mark Martin and Brand Smith, who gave a presentation on 
Madison Audubon Society’s American Kestrel Nest Box Program.  The American Kestrel had declined 50% 
in 45 years due to lack of cavities, competition from Starlings & House Sparrows, predation by raccoons, 
changes in land use and pesticides.  Madison Audubon has put out 135 boxes in 7 counties and has 15 
monitors in 41 private locations and 8 public.  Kestrels love wires, need grasslands, will perch on trees & 
signs and hunt by hovering.  Their prey is largely insects and small mammals.  Mark and Brand showed 
pictures of boxes and mounting posts, predator controls, and the apparatus used to monitor the boxes.  
In 2016 they had 48 occupied boxes with 207 eggs, 188 young, 171 fledged and banded 93 kestrels from 
20 of their boxes.  The Peregrine Fund has a project to test DNA from Kestrel feathers and MAS has sent 
20 feathers from 20 boxes to them.  They will begin monitoring this year on April 25th and stop after the 
young are 20 days old to avoid premature fledging.  
 
We then broke for lunch of either Ham & Cheese or Turkey & Cheese sandwiches, potato salad, chips and 
brownies and a chance to socialize with fellow bluebirders. 
 
Lunch and the Silent Auction ended at 1 PM and there were a few announcements while winning bidders 
were paying for their goods.  Memua Khan is looking for volunteers to participate in a Sparrow study.  The 
study involves collecting House Sparrow eggs and mailing them to the North Carolina Natural History 
Museum where they will be tested for pesticide contamination.  She needs email addresses of any willing 
volunteers.  Ellen LaFouge announced that the DNR’s Conservation Congress will be holding meetings 
April 10th at 7 PM in every county.  The exact location by county can be found on the DNR website.  There 
are several initiatives of importance, one to allow online voting, one to remove milkweed as a noxious 
weed, one to restore state park funding, and one to allow Sandhill Crane hunting.  President Pat Ready 
announced that there are new membership brochures available, some copies of the Spring Wisconsin 
Bluebird and that new Info Packs and monitor guides are now available.  Patrick is also looking for 
suggestions on a northwestern location between Tomah and Eau Clair for the 2018 convention, possibly 
to be held in October. 

mailto:bbateman@audubon.org


 
We then proceeded to the seventh annual BRAW awards ceremony.   
 
Patrick Ready presented the Joe O’Halloran Lifetime Achievement Award to Ann Wick from Black Earth.  
She is a longtime BRAW member, has banded 12,129 Bluebirds, and monitors 150 nestboxes.  Ann spoke 
of the importance of reporting banded birds to the US Fish & Wildlife Service as this provides valuable 
information to the banders.  She spoke of a female Bluebird that she recaptured that was banded in 
Nashville, TN and that Mara McDonald had five banded Bluebirds around all winter.  Those five Bluebirds 
were banded at Pope Farms which is west of Madison.   
 
The Merit Award went to Jack Bartholmai who was unable to attend today’s event.  Jack is an excellent 
photographer and has generously donated many of his photos and also monitors a Bluebird trail at 
Horicon.  He is the county coordinator for Dodge County and a long time BRAW member.  His award has 
been mailed to him. 
 
The Bluebirder of the Year Award went to Dave & Kelly Marwitz.  Dave is County Coordinator for Green 
Lake County, they monitors nestboxes in three counties and have fledged 900 bluebirds.  They were not 
able to be here and the award will be mailed to them. 
 
The BRAW Emeritus Award went to Patricia Heiden, BRAW Secretary for the past 28 years.  Patricia has 
never missed a convention and has been an integral part of the BRAW Board of Directors.  We honor her 
commitment to BRAW and the Bluebirds. 
 
The last presentation was Bald Eagles in Wisconsin by Barb Barzen.  Barb spoke of BRAW’s success story, 
how proper nestboxes and proper habitat have enabled the Eastern Bluebird population to rebound.  Her 
presentation focused on another successful story, the Bald Eagle.  In 1963 there were only 487 nests in all 
48 states.  In 1972 DDT was banned and in 1973 the Endangered Species Act was passed.  By 1995 the 
population had recovered enough that their status was improved from endangered to threatened.  In 
Wisconsin, by the 1960’s they were only in the northern third of the state.  In the first state survey in 1973 
only 108 nests were found.  A recovery plan was made in 1986, with a target of 360 nests.  That was 
reached in 1991 and they were delisted in 1997.  Today, there are only three counties without nesting 
Bald Eagles – Walworth, Kenosha and Milwaukee.  Vilas and Oneida Counties have 305 eagle nests, the 
highest in North America and there are 75 active nests in an 8 mile stretch of the Mississippi River south 
of LaCrosse.  During winter, the Mississippi River is a Bald Eagle super highway.  The upper Mississippi 
River Valley is the most important for Bald Eagles in the Midwest, as many as 300 have been counted in 
one hour.  The second most important wintering area is the Sauk City area, followed by the Fox River to 
Green Bay area.  In mild winters, Bald Eagles can be found all over Wisconsin.  Bald Eagles continue to be 
monitored as they are an indicator species.  The Feds run mid winter surveys and the state runs surveys 
in April and June.  Locally, roost counts are also run.  In the hills and Valleys in the driftless area counts 
are done at night roosts every other Sunday from December to February.  Eagles winter where there are 
dams, agricultural areas, roost sites and undeveloped land along rivers.  There were several studies done 
to assess where eagles were feeding, loafing and roosting and that information has been used to guide 
development and a study which involved capturing eagles and fitting them with transmitters has led to 
the discovery of six new roosts.  Golden Eagles are also being surveyed on the 3rd Saturday in January on 
set routes.  Most are found on a tributary of the Mississippi River, on the Wisconsin side and some have 
been fitted with transmitters, yielding important new information on their movements. 
 
Pat Ready adjourned the meeting at 2:30 PM. 



 
      


